DESCRIPTIONS AND REPORTS ABOUT CLOSED COMPOUNDS
A description of the Kimberley Central’s closed compound by a contemporary observer is worth quoting in full to give a sense of the physical layout of the structure: “At first sight, the new compound strikes the observer as admirably adapted to the purposes it is intended for. In the words of one of our honourable judges, it may well be described as (for the K*****) and ‘eligible residential situation’.
“Plenty of breathing space is granted him within its four walls, and room for the full indulgence of the antics in which he delights to disport his supple limbs. Entry is obtained through a guardhouse at the corner, which is turreted, and on the summit a big ‘C’ is a landmark. Along one of the four sides of the enclosure are ranged the offices and sleeping rooms for such white employees as choose to avail themselves of the accommodation, the general store, refreshment room, K***** dining room, dispensary, infirmary, etc, whilst the remaining three sides are devoted to the K***** sleeping rooms, capable of housing about 400 boys. Clean urinals and latrines are provided, and also the unusual luxury of a bath in the centre of the enclosure, the use of which the boys were not slow to appreciate.”
Source A
Source: https://www.miningweekly.com/article/the-introduction-of-the-closed-compound-system-2011-07-22
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Black miners were restricted to closed
compounds. Workers were locked up
in the new compounds, without their
families, for between three and six months,
surrounded by metal and wire fencing.
When workers left  the closed

compounds, they were kept naked in
solitary confinement — with their hands
locked in a sort of boxing glove — until they
had excreted all that they had swallowed in
the compound.

Adapted from N. Parsons, A new history of southern Africa (1982) p. 150

For most workers the compounds offered
great advantages. Here they received
proper housing, were well fed, could buy
itemns such as blankets, shoes and clothing

Source B: A description of the conditions in closed compounds

at fair prices, received proper treatment
if they were ill, and were given lessons in
reading and writing in their leisure hours.

Adapted from D. van Zyl in The Discovery of Wealth (1986) p. 46

Source C: A different description of conditions in closed compounds




